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VOL. Il. 
PROCEEDINGS 
OF THE 
GENERAL CONVENTION OF UNIVERSALISTS, 
OF THE 
NEW-ENGLAND STATES AND OTHERS, 1820. 


Tne Ministers, Messengers, and Delegates composing 
ihe General Convention of Universalists for the New- 
England States, and others, being convened, according 
to adjournment, at the house of Br. DANrEL CHASE, in | 
Claremont, (N. H.) on Tuesday Evening, the 19th Sep- | 
tember, 1820, opened the business of the Convention by 
prayer, by Br. Richard Carrique. 

Proceeded to organize the Convention, 

i. Chose Br. Hosea BAtLov, Moderator. 

2. Chose Br. Richarp Carriave, Clerk. 

3. Chose Br. Ropert BARTLETT, Assistant Clerk. 

4. Proceeded to read the Letters from the different 
Societies,and to examine the credentials of the Delegates. 

5. Appointed Brs. Joshua Flagg, Pau] Dean, and Ja- 
rob Wood, a Committee to receive al] requests for Let- 
ters of Fellowship, or Ordination the present session, and 
veport thereen. 

6. Adjourned till 8 o’clock, Wednesday morning.— 
Prayer by Br. Joseph Butterfield, 

Met according to adjournment, Wendesday 8 o'clock, 
and united in supplicating the divine benediction and 
protection, with Br. Robert Bartlett. 

7. Attended to the reports of the several Committees 
appointed the last session, to visit the Eastern, Western, 
Northern and Southern Associations. The reports were 
such as increased our joys and called forth the spirit of 





praise and thanksgiving. 
Order of Public Service on Wednesday. 
MORNING SERVICE. 

Br. Richard Carrique, the Introductory Prayer. Br. 
Paul Dean, the Sermon, from Gal. vi. 14; ** But God 
forbid I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Je- 
sus Christ, by whom the uorld is crucified unto me, and 
Iunto the world.” Br. Levi Briggs, the Concluding 
Prayer. 

/ AFTERNOON SERVICE. 

Br. Abner Kneeland, the Introductory Prayer. Br. 
Stephen R, Smith, the Sermon, from Col. i. 19; * For 
if pleased the Father that in him should all fulness 
dwell.” Br. Hosea Ballou, 2d. the Conclnding Prayer. 

EVENING SERVICE, 

Er. Samuel C, Loveland, the Introductory Prayer.— 
Br. John Bisbe, the Sermon, from Matt. v. 48; “ Be| 
ye therefore perfect, even as your Father in heaven is | 
perfect.” Br. Charles Hudson, the Concluding Prayer. 

8. Having received a request from the First and Se- 
cond Churches and Societies in Philadelphia; also from 
the Second Society in Charlton and Brookfield, the So- 
ciety in Hardwick, and the First Christian Toleration 
Society, in Alstead, N.H. to be received into Fellow- 
ship with this Convention—It was voted unanimously | 
that they be received into fellowship. ‘ 

9. Voted, That Brs Paul Dean, Russell Streeter, and | 
Samuel C. Loveland, be a Committee to visit the Wes- 
tern Association, to be holden in Bainbridge, N.Y. the | 
first Wednesday of June, 1821. 








12. Voted, That Brs. Joshua Flagg, Hosea Ballou, 2d- 
and John Bisbe, be a Committee to visit the Southern 
Association, to be holden in Attleborough, Mass. the se- 
cond Wednesday in December next. 

13. Voted, That forever hereafter it shall be the duty 
of the Clerk of the General Convention, or the brother 
who may be appointed to write the Circular Letter, to 
send at least three copies of the Proceedings of the Con- 
vention, to three brethren in the ministry, members of 
each of the different Associations in fellowship with this 
Convention. 

14. Adjourned till 8 o’clock, Thursday morning.— 
Prayer by Br. Barzillai Streeter. 

Assembled according to adjournment, Thursday 8 0’- 
clock ; returned thanks to the kind Author of all good, 
for past mercies, and united in supplicating divine as- 
sistance, with Br. Hosea Ballou, 2d. 

15. Attended to the report of the Committee, appoint- 
ed to receive requests for Ordination or Letters of Fel- 
lowship, who reported that they had duly examined in- 
to the gifts, qualifications and moral deportment of Brs. 
Hollis Samson, Asa Barton, Aaron Kingsman, Sylvanus 
Cobb, Asa Priest, John Brooks and Michae] Dwyer, and 
recommend them as proper candidates to receive the 
Fellowship of this Convention as fellow labourers in the 
vineyard of our God—to proclaim the glad tidings of 
great joy to all people ;—which report was accepted, 

Order of Public Service on Thursday. 
MORNING SERVICE. 

sr. Hollis Samson, the Introductory Prayer.—Br. 
Abner Kneeland, the Sermon, from Ret. iii. 21; ‘* T'o 
him that overcometh will I grant to sil with me in my 
throne, even as 1 also orercame, and am sat down with 
my Father, in his throne.” Br. Robert Bartlett, the 
Concluding Prayer. 

AFTERNOON SERVICE, 

Br, Jeshua Flagg, the Introductory Prayer. Br. Ho- 
see Ballou, the Sermon, from Isaiah xxix. 24; * They 
also that erred in spirit shall come to understanding, 
and they that murmured shall learn doctrine.” Br. 
Joseph Bulledfield, the Concluding Prayer. | 

16. Voted, That Br. Richard Carrique prepare a Cir- 
cular Letter to accompany the. Proceedings of this Con- 
vention. 

17. Voted, That this Convention be adjourned to the 
third Wednesday and Thursday of September, 1821, 
then to meet, with divine permission, at the city of 
Hvupson, N.Y. 

Ifaving concluded the business of the session, united 


|with Br. Richard Carrique in fervent prayer to Almigh- 


ty God, that he would preserve us through the recess, 


and grant us every needed blessing. 
HOSEA BALLOU, Moderator. 
Ricnarp Carriavk, Clerk, 


} RopeRtT BARTLETT, Assistant Clerk, 


CIRCULAR LETTER, 

n¥ General Convention 6f Ministers, Messengers and 
Delegates, of the Universalist Churches and Societies 
of the New-iieland States and others, to their breth- 
rei enjoying like precious faith, whithersoever scat- 
tered abroad, atid ALL to whom this Epistle may come. 
Dear.y Be.ovep BRETHREN, 

Ir is with unfeigned gratitude, we address you once 


T 


10. Voted, That Brs. Russel) Streeter, Robert Bart- | more, on the momentous and interesting subject of im- 


j 


lett and Jonathan Wallace, be a Committee to visit the | mor 


tal glory, and eternal life. Surely, brethren, if there 


N sjati : Iden j - r : 
Northern Association, to be holden in Reading Vt. the | ever was, or evercan be a subject, that can command 





men ; which gives comfort and peace, through faith in 
the present life; and glory, honour and immortality in 
the world to come. 

To the manifestations of the divine goodness, by us 
experienced during our conventional labors; we cal! 
your attention, and invite you to participate in our joys 
We may truly say the Lord hath been gracious to us the 
year past. Many have been added to the ministry; 
some of whom, have heretofore been advocates for the 
doctrine of endless misery, but are now convinced 
thatit has no foundation in the scriptures of truth, and 
are gone forth as the heralds of peace, to proclaim the 
glad tidings of great joy, which shall beunto all people 
Many new Societies have sprung up since our last An- 
nual Convention, some of which have desired to be uni- 
ted in fellowship, with those who are rejoicing in the 
hope of eternal life. 

While engaged in the business of the Convention, thi 
spirit of harmony and brotherly love prevailed. J_etters 
from numerous Societies were received, which brought 
the pleasing intelligence of their stedfastness in the faith, 
their increasing hopes in the mercy of God ;) and their 
continued addition of numhers, With hearts overflow- 
ing with gratitude to the beneficent Author of al! good, 
we walked in company to the house of worship, there, 
with a numerous congregation we united in the solemni- 
ties of prayer and praise. The feelings of our hearts 
were taken captive by the enchanting power of sacred 
music, which flowed from the lips of a numerous and 
excellent choir, who chanted the goodness of God ; and 
our minds were prepared by its soft influence to unite in 
solemn, fervent prayer and thanksgiving to the Father 
of mercies: 

The spirit of inquiry, the anxious desire to receive in- 
struction from the sacred pages, was manifest from the 
silent and watchful attention to catch the words which 
fell from the lips of those whose pleasurable duty it was 
to dispense the word of life. The listening multitude 
were led, first, to contemplate the anxious desire of the 
great apostle of the Gentiles, to devote himself wholly 
to the cause of his Redeemer, which induced him to say, 
‘*God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of 
Christ, by which the world is crucified unto me, and I 
unto the world.” At the foot of the cross we were in- 
vited to humble ourselves, and receive the manifestations 
of eternal and unchanging love—the love of God to sin- 
ners through Jesus Christ our Lord, who came to seck 
and to save that which was lost, to save man from sin, 
and to bring in an everlasting righteousness. That the 
great design would be accomplished, we were next led 
to a careful examination of the divine testimony which 
declares that, ‘‘ It pleased the Father that in him should 
all fulness dwell’*—Hence the ability and power of the 
Saviour of the world, to perform the will of God and ac- 
complish the pleasure of the Almighty. 

Such were the demonstrations of the divine goodness 
and mercy, and so clearly was the love of God delineat- 
ed, as to prepare the mind to listen to the exhortation, — 
‘* Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is 
in heaven is perfect.’”’ And we were encouraged to yield 
obedience from the promised reward given by the Lord 
Jesus, ** To him that overcometh will I give to sit with 
me in my throne, even as] overcame, and am sat down 
with my Father in his throne.» And although many 
erring in spirit fall short of that divine enjoyment, which 


is the effect of faith and hope ; and from want of recon- 
ciliation to the divine will, being ignorant of the infinite 
merey and goodness of God, murmer and oppose the u- 
niversality of that grace which bringeth salvation to all 


\the undivided and deliberate attention of the children of 
men, demanding the full exercise of all the powers of the 


mind, and the feelings of the heart, it can be none other 
than that grace of God, which bringeth salvation to all 


last Wednesday in September, 1820. 

11. Voted, That Brs. Hosea Ballou, Fdward Turner 
and Richard Carrique, be a Conuniftce to visit the East- 
tern Association, to be convened in Winthrop, Me. the 
last Wednesday in June, 1821. 
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men. 


Yet we were enabled to rejoice, when the ser- 
yant of the Lord in the demonstration of the spirit, and 
with power, taught us from the sure word of prophecy, 
that ** They also that erred in spirit shal! come to un- 
derstanding, and they that murmured shall learn doc- 
trine.”? 

Such, brethren, were our joys, during our public la- 
bours, in the contemplation of that glorious period when 
ihe ‘glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh 
shall see it together.”’ ** When the ransomed of the Lord 
shall retarn to Zion with songs and everlasting joys up- 
on their heads;?? when the Redeemer “ shall see of 
the travail of bis soul and be eatisfied.’’ And the so- 
lemnity and beautiful order in the house of prayer and 
praise, the numerous and attentive audience voluntarily 
led the mind to a review of past circumstances and e- 
vents, and to compare them with the present. While 
comparing the past with the present, the mind is wrapt 
in wonder and astonishment, at the rapid progress of 
ibe truth, and the wonderful changes which have taker 
place in the minds of men. Scarcely half a century is 
past since there was but one solitary individual from 
Creorgia to Maine, who had the courage to preach the 
unlimited and universal goodness.of God. He alone 
for, sometime withstood the tempest of opposition, and 
fearlessly nerved his mind, to meet the united energies 
of those, who Jearned in the schools, and supported by 
religious bigotry and popular prejudice, formed a pow- 
erful phalanx which waged war against the cause of 
universal benevolence—the doctrine of impartial un. 
jimited mercy—the gospel of everlasting peace. That 
God in whom he trusted forsook him not in the trying 
hour. His Redeemer led him forth to victory. Heav- 
enly wisdom .caused his enemies to tremble before him, 
and love eternal made him conqueror. 

The scene is now changed, numbers are engaged in 
the work of the ministry, and multitudes rejoice in the 
knowledge of the truth. We may apply a prophetic 
prediction, beholding in some degree its fulfilment, ‘*The 
wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for them ; 
and the desert shall rejcice and blossom as the rose, it 
shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice even with joy and 
‘ingiug; the glory of Lebanon shall be given unto it 
the excellency of Carme] and Sharon; they shall see 
the glory of the Lord, and the excellency of our God.” 
The haman mind which hath long been bound in chains 
of darkness, now enjoys tbe light of Jife. The sun of 
righteousness bath arisen with healing in his wings, and 
shedding his benign rays, dissolves the icy fetters of 
prejudice and bigotry, which have long held the better 
‘celings of the heart in bondage, and by its divine influ- 
ence brings forth the celestial fruits of the spirit, warms 
‘he heart with social affection and divine benevolence, 
uy which it readily obeys the command of the Redeem- 
er, ‘Sl say unto you, love your enemies.” 

It was once said by a learned Rabbi to the opposers 
of the gospel; ‘* Refrain from these men and let them 
sione; forif this counsel or this work be of men, it 
will come to nought ; but if it be of God ye cannot over- 
\hrow it.”? This was-a monitory caution of wisdom 
and experience ; and when we view the rapid progress 
and establishment of Christianity in ancient time, in 
spite of heathen persecutions.and Jewish prejudices, we 
ure compelled to acknowledge its correctness. Even 
eo, when we review the unceasing cpposition which has 
been made in our day to the doctrine of universal be- 
nevolence—the powerful influence of the established 
clergy—the popular feelings enlisted with them, and 
the prejudices and superstitions of the people, who had 
not been in the habit of carefully examining the senti- 
ments which they were taught; we are induced to be- 
lieve that the cause in which we are engaged, is the 
eause of truth and righteousness, and the work to be 
of God; as nought but the infiuence of his diyine spir- 
it could have produced such wonders, nought but the 
power of God conld have effected such. e change, for 
notwithstanding the unceasing opposition, wherever | 

2 travel, into whatever city, town, or village we go, 


>| sojourn. 














we find brethren in the faith of Abrahant, rejoicing. in 
the glorious promise of God ; ‘ In thee shall all the fam- 
ilies of the earth be blessed.” The spirit of candid in- 








eth peace to, the world, address all those children of 
our heaveuly Father who differ from us in sentiment. 
Dear brethren, many of you have imbibed the idea, 


quiry spreads itself in every quarter, producing re volu-| that the doctrine of God’s universal love, was a demor- 
tions, which shake the systems of ERROR to their very | | alizing doctrine ; we have no doubt but that your oppo- 


foundation, and promises soon to usher in that happy | 
day, when the desire of all nations shall come, and the 
glory of the latter spiritual house be greater than that 
of the former. 


BRETHREN,—We recount to you the vast increase 
of the knowledge of the truth, that we might awaken in 
your hearts that spirit of gratitude which will stimulate 
you, to every good and perfect work, and enable us 
with suecess to exhort you to faithfulness in the cause 
of righeousness. The evidences before you of the rap- 
id increase of the doctrine of universal benevolence, 


must convince every candid mind, that this work, or | 


this doctrine is not of man, And being persuaded it is } 
of God, you are called upon in the most solemn man- 
ner, to devote your lives to God, serving him with all 
the powers of heart and mind. You will then brethren, 


receive the exhortation, given in christian fellowship | 
}on this ground ? 


and love, that denying all ungodliness and worldly lusts 
ye live righteously, soberly and godly in the present 
world, in all things walking as becomes the servants 
of Godand disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ, being as- 
sured that by well doing, you will put to silence the ig- 
norance of foolish men. 

BRETHREN IN THE MinistRy,—-The evidences 
which we enjoy in the increase of the knowledge of 
the glory and salvation of God, must encourage us in 
the belief, that we are engaged in a work, in which the 
Lord is our helper; and that it is the cause of truth 
which the Lord is pleased to ownand bless. It becomes 
then our duty as ministers-of the grace of God, and la- 
bourers in an holy and righteous cause, embracing the 
eternal happiness of the whole family of man; that we 
shew forth our gratitude, by increasing engagedness in 
the work of the ministry ; cultivating among ourselves 


;|all those christian affections and virtues, which will u- 


uite in the spirit of love, as well as in work, and gain 
for us the respect and esteem of those with whom we 
It is also necessary that we should exercise 
kindness and liberality in private conversation, and in 
all our public communications, that we might thereby 
win the attention of our enemies, and be enabled to 
convert them to friends ; ever bearing in remembrance 
the instruction given to Timothy, that, ** The servant 
of the Lord must not strive ; but be gentle unto aJ] men, 
apt to teach, patient ; in meekness instructing those 
that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will give 
them repentance to the acknmowleding of the truth.”’— 
Let us then brethren be prepared unto every good work, 
being *‘instant in season and out of season to preach 
the word, reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long suffer- 
ing and doctrine.” Let the aged servant of the Lord, 
who has spent his best days in stemming the torrent of 
opposition, rejoice that the seed he has sown, has been 
watered as with the dews of heaven, and brought forth 
fruit in abundance, And while encouraged to pursue 
the work, in beholding so many fellow helpers rising 
up among the youth, or coming out from the errors 
which they have heretofore preached, to the saving 
knowledge of the trath; declaring the glad tidings of 
great joy, may his heart swell with gratitude to the Su- 
preme Giver of every good, and may the numerous 
Societies which he beholds.springing up around him, 
operate as. an increasing excitement to faithfulness in 
the cause of truth ; that by a fervent piety, manifested 
in the exercise of brotherly love, and every christian 
virtue, the younger brethren may be strengthened, and 
their hearts encouraged in the peformance of eve- 
ry duty.. Finally, brethren, may we all so live as to be 
a mutual selp to each other, that the world may be- 
come benefited by our labours, God glorified in the in- 
creasing happiness of his rational offspring, and we ever 
enjoy the plaudit of well done good and faithful servant. 
We would in the spirit of that religion which speak- 


| ously and candidly to answer this question : 














sition has been directed by the best of motives; that 
you have acted conscientiously under the impression 
that its influence would have a bad tendency in socie- 
ty. We blame you not. But we now invite you seri- 


liave your 


| friends and neighbours who live around you, and who 


have embraced the belief in the salvation of all men, 
become worse members of society than they were be- 
fore? You certainly notice the passing events of the 
times ; you are sensible that the sentiment gains ground 
around you, and you must know whether those who 
embrace it, are less honest, upright, kind, friendly and 
jbenevolent than they used to be. Sufficient time for 
certifying the effects of the sentiment upon society has 
elapsed, and if you are compelled to acknowledge by 
candid observation, that it has no evil tendency, do 
you brethren, act wisely to continue your opposition 
We only ask of you an exercise o/ 
candor and christian charity, and that you do not 
load a sentiment with consequences which do not 
belong to it. A moment's reflection would teach 
you, that if that heavenly mercy and unchanging love 
of Almighty God, on which the sentiment is predicat- 
ed, warm the heart of the believer, it must produce 
a disposition to do to others, as he would they should 
do unto him. 

We humbly pray that the day be not far distant 
when all opposition to the glorious gospel of peace an:! 
good will shall cease, and you all made partakers of 
that joy and peace which is the happy portion of those 
who believe ‘* that God will have all men to be saved 
and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.’ Bre- 
thren we affectionately commend you, to the safe keep- 
ing of the great Shepherd of Israel], to whom you belong, 
with the whole of man as his purchased possession. 

All berein addressed, are commenced to God, and to 
the word of his grace, which is able to build them up, 
and give them an inheritance among them that are 
sanctified. By order of the Convention, 

RICHARD CARRIQUE. 
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DEDICATION SERMON, 

Art the dedication of the new Babtist Meeting House 
at Roxbury, on the Ist instant, the following points of 
doctrine were laid down, as containing a summary o! 
sentiment for the support and maintainance of which the 
house would be in future devoted. 

Ist. The entire depravity of mankind by nature. This 
the preacher endeavoured to demonstrate by a number 
of passages of scripture, among which he quoted the 
text which says, Gen. vi. 5, ‘*‘ And God saw that the 
wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that ev- 
ery imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only 
evil continually.” When this passage was quoted to 
prove the total depravity of our nature, it produced a 
conclusion that the audience were to hear but little 
sound reasoning from the speaker. And so it finally 
came to pass. What have imaginations, either good, 
or bad, to do in proving the nature of a finite being to 
be totally depraved or not?. A man’s imaginations may 
be erroneous, and yet on subjects with which he is ac- 
quainted he may have correct ideas. In the next chap- 
ter, verse Ist, we read; ** And the Lord said unto Noah, 
come thou, and al] thy house into the ark ; for thee have 
I seen righteous before me in this generation’? Why 


should the evil imaginations of men be better evidence 

to prove our nature depraved, than that righteousness, 

which God himself acknowledges, is to prove our nature 
not depraved ? 
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2d. The doctrine of election was stated so as to em- 
brace the idea that God, from all past eternity elected 
the righteous or saints to everlasting salvation. The 
preacher endeavoured to fix the mind of his hearers on 
this election, as the only foundation of hope that any 
of the human family will be saved. Here an important 
query immediately presented. The preacher supposed 
(hat he had just proved that all mankind were totally 
depraved by nature, and were all alike sinful. Now he 

labouring to prove that God made choice of the right- 

sus as heirs of everlasting salvation! But where were 
He quoted St. Paul as follows; ‘* For 
Jl have sinned and come short of the glory of God.” — 
And this was to prove that all human nature was de- 
»raved; and so depraved that there was no soundness 
Yet in the midst of all this he spoke of the right- 
Now it seems per- 


his righteous ? 


in it. 
eous as the objects of God’s choice! 
fectly clear, according to his first point of doctrine, that 
ii God chose any from among men unto everlasting sal- 
vation, it must be those who were totally depraved, who 
had sinned and come short of the glory of God; the 
imagination of whose hearts were only evil continually. 
But still he contended that God made choice of the 
righteous only. 

3d. The doctrine of atonement by Jesus Christ, by 
which the mercy of God was procured for mankind ; 
and a door opened that all who believe in him, and come 
The preacher on this 
subject was remarkably indefinite. He did not inform 
us whether those who were not elected could be saved 
by believing in Jesus, or not. He did not inform us 


to God by him shall be saved. 


whether the elected ones would be forever miserable if 


they did not believe. He did not say whether this a- 
‘onement was the cause of God’s electing some to ever- 
lasting life, or whether it were a consequence resulting 
from this election. Although the preacher carefully a- 
voided the testimony which informs us, that the media- 
tor gave himself a ransom for all men; that he tasted 
death for every man; that he is the propitiation for the 
sins of the whole world, it was impossible to keep such 
precious declarations out of mind. Nor could we avoid 
regret,that the speaker should be so much and so entire- 
ly devoted to the partial traditions of the wisdom of this 
world, 
the word of God on this subject. 
41h. The divinity of Jesus Christ. This doctrine was 
stated in a way to lead the hearer to believe that Jesus 
ChristisGod. The manner of proving this point of doc- 
tvine is a clear manifestation of the powers of tradition 
to weaken the human understanding. The preacher 
first quoted Col. i. 16, ** For by him were all things crea- 
ted that are in heaven, and that are in earth. visible and 
visible, whether they be thrones or dominions, or prin- 
cipalities, or powers, all things were created by him and 
‘or him.” After this quotation, in order that his proof 
should amount 0 a plain, logical demonstration, he quo- 
ted Gen. i. 1, “‘ In the beginning God created the hea- 
vens and the earth.” Here the preacher put on the air 
of triumph! And why should he not? He had quoted 
one text that says God created the heavens and the 
earth, and another that says, that Jesus creatcd all that 
was in heaven and earth. Now does not this prove that 
Jesus Christ is God? If it be a fact that a father built 
: house and that his son made the furniture that is in 
the house, does not this prove that the son is 
hisown father? This brother should know that thrones, 
dominions, principalities and powers, are not suns, moons 
stars nor earths. 
5th. The doctrine of: regeneration. On this subject 
the. preacher presented no definite ideas—quoted a few 
passages relative to this plain scripture doctrine—said 
that some denied it, and that some ridiculed it ; but 
what it is, in reality and fact, he did not attempt to show. 
6th He insisted on the doctrine of the final persever- 
ance of the saints. ‘This doctrine contends that no saint 
can ever so fall from grace as to be finally cis’ off.-- 
When this propositich was presented, it brought along 


as not to call to mind the unsearchable riches of 





elect avoid final perseverance? They were elected and 
foreordained unto eternal life, before they were brought 
into existence. If they never believe in Christ, if they 
never obey his commandments in the world, surely all 
this cannot alter the decrees of God, they must be saved. 
On the other hand, let our thoughts, for a moment, turn 
on the poor wretches, who were not clected unto ever- 
lasting life. While the elect are ordained unto life eter- 
nal, these miserable creatures are ordained to endless 
torments. Can one of them be saved? Is it possible 
that one of them should exhonerate himself from his 
doom, and translate himself into the condition of the 
elect? Or is it in the power of any other friendly being 
to assist one of those who are not elected, to obtain the 
To these questions the preacher 
must answer in the negative. Then why may he not 
say that he believes in the final perseverance of those 
who are not saints. They are under the same fatal 
necessity of persevering in sin, death and everlasting 
condemnation, as the saints are of being saved. 

7th. The final state of the righteous and the wicked 
in the eternal world. The semtiment of the preacher 
om this immense subject, is in agreement with the old 
Pagan and Roman Catholic superstition; which main- 
tains that part of the human family will be endlessly 
happy and the rest endlessly miserable. T'o prove this 
statement the preacher quoted that so much used pas- 
sage in the 25th of Matthew, and said, that this is an ac- 
count of the last judgment, and carried the text into a 
future state. While he dwelt on this point of doctrine, 
and appeared to speak with sincerity and honesty, the 
conclusion seeemed to result from due reflection, that 
the preacher’s sincerity was entitled to our charity, his 
infatuated bigotry and consequent blindness of mind, to 
our compassion. ‘This dear brother should know that 
there is not a word in tke 25th of Matthew, about a 
‘last judgment,”’ nor any authority for appling that text 
to any thing now future. 


privilege of election? 


any mistake can be pointed out, it shall be rectified. 
—~< ¢ o> 


OBSERVATIONS 
ON THE LOOSE, UNSOUND REASONING OF OUR FRIEND 
‘* LEANDER,” ON PAGE 65. 


He says; ‘* You wait it seems for me to define what 
punishment men are saved from, which they deserve. | 
answer, from an endless punishment. 
ed by forgiveness. 
sert. 


All who are say- 
This the scriptures abundantly as- 
Now if men are saved by forgiveness, they are 
saved from some punishment which they deserre. And 
this punishment must be either temporary, or endless. 
If it be a temporary punishment, it must be that punish- 
ment which the damned actually suffer, or some longer 
temporary punishment. It is allowed on all hands, that 
the damned will be punished for a period of time, an- 
swerable to the terms everlasting, eternal and forever. 
But this cannot be the punishment from which men are 
saved ; for this they actually suffer. Neither can they 
be saved from any longer temporary punishment, be- 
cause no such is threatened in the law. They must there- 
fore, be saved from an endless punishment.”? 

Here ‘* Leander” says, that the scriptures abundant- 
ly assert, that all who are saved by forgiveness deserve 
an endless punishment, but are saved from this punish- 
ment which they deserve. After he says this, he pro- 
ceeds to maintain, that all who are saved by forgiveness 
are saved from an endless punishment, which they de- 
serve, by what he seems to pretend is logica] reasoning, 
as the reader will observe above quoted from him. But 
if the scriptures abundantly assert what he has laboured 
to prove, why has he entirely omitted to give his hy- 
pothesis the support of a single passage. We say, with 
the utmost candour and sincerity, that we know of no 





passage in all the scriptures, that asserts, or even implies 


‘that those who are heirs of eternal life in Jesus deserve 


an endless punisament. And with the same candour 


vith it the following reflections. How can any of the |9"d sincerity we protest against “* Leander’s”’ assertion, 


As this compendium is entirely from recollectien, if 





and call on him, either to support it, by quotations from 
the scriptures, or do himself and the cause of truth jus- 
tice, by an honest recantation. 

In his reasoning he makes use of the word damned to 
designate those who suffer for theirsins. And it appears 
that he depends on vulgar tradition to carry the mind 
of his readers into a future state in contemplation of his 
argument. Such reasoning is unsound, and shows that 
its author is willing to make use of traditional prejudic- 
es to give his reasoning a favourable colouring. We 
would give him to understand that we see through this 
veil, and that it is not esteemed as an honourable meth- 
od of reasoning. 

In-opposition to his general argument under consider- 
ation; we present our readers with the following scrip- 
turer. Pslam Ixii. 12. ‘* Also unto thee, O Lord, be- 
longeth mercy ; for thou renderest to every man 
according to his work”’. 2 Cor. v. 10, “* For we must 
all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that every 
one may receive the things in body, according to that 
he hath done, whether good or bad.” The reader will 
notice that this text is quoted without the supplied 
words. Matt. xvi. 28, ** For the Son of man shall 
come in the ,lory of his Father, with his angels, end 
then he shall reward every man according to his works. 
Verily 1 say unto you, there be some some standing 
here which shall not taste of death, till they see the Son 
of man coming in his kingdom.”? We might quote many 
more passages ; but these are sufficientto prove that 
though God renders to every man according to his worl, 
yet he is merciful; and that the Saviour did not inti- 
mate,even to his disciples that they would not be 
dealt with according to their doings; and furthermore, 
that St. Paul did not expect to avoid a just, impartial. 
retribution. 


Oled 
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ick PRINTER’S NOTICE. 

We regret that we are ob igedto remind our delin- 
quent Subscribers of the necessity of the immediate 
payment of their subscriptions, in order to enable us to 
meet our engagements. We have used our utmost pow- 
ers to make the Magazine worthy of your patronage ; 
and shall esteem nothing a brighter demonstration of 
your satisfaction, than an immediate payment of sub- 
scriptions. 








MARRIED, 

In this town, by the Rev. Dr. Baldwin, Mr, Michae!] 
Duggen, to Miss Mary Southwick.—Mr. William Bad- 
ger to Miss Betsy Goodridge. 

By the Rev. Mr. Frothingham, Mr. Samuel Kettell to 
to Miss Frances Lock. 

By the Rev. Mr, Palfrey, Mr. Worham Wheeler to 
Miss Susan Gibbs. 

By the Rev. Dr. Gardner, Mr. Jesse Tolman to Miss 
Mary-Ann Clay. 

By the Rey. Mr. Ballou, Mr. Thomes J, 
Miss Lydia C. Marsh. 


DIED, 

In this town, Mrs. Ann Fessenden, aged 47.—Nlr. 
John Nye Jenks, 18.—Mrs. Sarah Barnes.—Miss Har- 
riet Lane, 21.—Henry, son of Mr. Wm. Bennet, 3 mo. 

In Townsend, Miss Priscilla Ritter, aged 17, daugh- 
ter of the late Mr. Thomas Ritter. 

In Wrentham, on the 5th inst. Mrs. Hannah Meteall, 
wife of Mr. Reuben Metcalf, aged 52. She was esteem 
ed by all who knew her. 

Beneath these clods, in peaceful sleep, 
Her mortal body lies, 

Surviving friends, forbear to weer, 
For virtue never dies. . 


Smith to 











Series of Letters, &c. 
JUST published and for sale at this Office, price ¢ 1 


A Series of Letters in defence of Divine Rey- 
elation, in reply to the Rev. Abner Knceland’s serious 
‘nquiry into the authenticity of the same.—By Hosra 
bALLov, pastor of the 2d Universalist Church and So- 

ety in Boston. To which is added, a Religious Con- 
roversy between the Rev. Dr. Buckminster, and the 
ev. Joseph Walton, pastors of Congregational Chur 
ches in Portsmouth, N. H, and the Rey, H. Batnov 
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FOR THE MAGAZINE. 
wn 

WHAT IS RELIGION? 
WHAT is Religion? Ye professors, tell ; 
Speak of its nature, its design, its fame ; 
Was il intended to make men do well ? 
Or is it an unmeaning, empty name? 
Does it consist in the belief of creeds? 
Or in a state of woe, experience call’d ° 
Or in a mighty change? or wond’rous deeds 
Done in the church, to be by church extolled ? 
Or is it noted by a sullen look, 
Distorted countenance, and frenzied mein ? 
Or stations large, by station-seekers took, 
In which to act by mortals to be seen ? 
Or do all these together mark the man 
In whose recess, Religion finds a home ? 


- Concatenation strange! These things how vain! 


Farther—still farther for it let me roam. 

O now methinks Religion whispers, no ; 

External forms characterize me not ; 

If thou wouldst find me, to the village go— 

Go to the lowly, mean, forsaken cot, 

Where sweet contentment dwells, and in her train 

All other virtues move, to deck the brow 

Of him who worships not his God in vain, 

But does by men, as he would have men do. 

Religion pure and undefil'd is this ; 

To pour the balsam to the bleeding heart, 

To seek the widow and the fatherless, 

And to their wounded bosoms joy impart. 

These are the breathings of a christian’s soul, 

These are the tokens of a heay’nly tie ; 

Tis in the heart from whence these graces roll, 

Dwells love to man and love to God on high. 

O then, fair daughter ! daughter celestial, shine, 

Into my bosom; build an altar there ; 

O then that happy lot! *twill then be mine 

To dwell in worlds of love, in regions where 

Joys unalloy’d, uninterrupted roll, 

And seraphim tune their united lays ; 

Where love divine enraptures ev’ry soul, 

And all conspire to sing their Saviour’s praise. 

Ww. 

Sto 


FOR THE MAGAZINE, 


ON THE DEATII OF TWINS. 
ALAS, my Bares, how soon those eyes, 
That us’d to sooth thy mother’s woe, 
Relentless death, that knows no ties, 

Has seal’d them ; and my babes laid low. 


How did thy mother’s feeble arms, 

At first thee long for to embrace, 

How pleas’d, I gaz’d upon your charms, 
The image of your sire to trace, 


But nipt those charms in early bud + 

And in yon darksome house, the grave, 
From my fond arms, mine eyes are hid, 
The cypress o’er thee now does wave. 


Sweet lovely babes, one joyous hour 

Gave thee to life, and wy fond arms ; 

So cruel death, in one, had power, 

To blast my hopes, and hide these charms. 


Yet sure *twas heav’n’s wise, highest, behest, 
That call’d thee home, why should I mourn? 
Farewell a while ; sweet infants rest, 


We'll meet in life’s eternal morn. D.M L. 
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GOSPEL MELODIES. 
ARRAY’D in clouds of golden light, 
More bright than heaven’s resplendant bow, 
Jehovah’s angel came by night, 
T'o bless the sleeping world below ; 
How soft the music of his tongue! 
How sweet the hallow’d strains he sung! 


Good will henceforth to man be given ; 
The light of glory beams on earth ; 
Let angels tune the harps of heaven, 
And saints below rejoice with mirth. 
On Betllehem’s plains the shepherd’s sing, 
And Judah’s children hail their King! 


—> +o 


PARODY 
ON DR. WATT’S 2d HYMN, 2d BOOK: 
MY thoughts on heav’nly subjects roll, 
Salvation and the dead ; 
What pleasures seize a ransom’d sou! 
Upon a dying bed! 
By faith she stands upon the shores, 
impatient with delay ; 
Till, like an eagle, upward soars, 





perform ; and when Le bas executed those Purposes? 
for which he designed me, He will graciously sign my 
pasport to realms of blessedness. With your good 
leave, then, I will pursue my subject, and while } have 
a—‘* Thus saith the Lord’’—for every point of doc- 
trine which I advance, not all the stones in Boston, ex- 
cept they stop my breath, shall shut my mouth, or 
arrest my testimony.’’ 
See Murray's life, pp. 198, 194, 





Commonwealth of Massachusee?s. 
A PROCLAMATION, 
For a Day of Public Thanksgiving and Praise. 


THE revolution of another year having brought wit: 
it.a rich profusion of providential blessings, and the time 
being at hand, when the customary oblation of thanks- 
giving has been presented, by the people of this Com. 
monwealth, to the Supreme Benefactor, from whose 
goodness all our enjoyments flow ; 

I have thought fit to appoint, and by and with tie 
advice and consent of the council, | do he reby appoint 
THURSDAY, the twenty-third day of November cur- 
rent, to be observed throughout this Commonwealth. 
as a Day of PRAISE and THANKSGIVING. And the 
peope of all religious denominations, are requested to 
assemble on that day, in their respective places of pub- 
lic worship, to offer to Almighty God, the benevolent 
Parent of the Universe, and the Author of all good, the 
devout homage of their hearts, for the numberless mer- 





Rejoicing on her way. 

Then swift and graceful she ascends, 
Up to the heav’nly coast; 

Where millions ’round the altar bend— 
She joins the heav’enly host. 


There num’rous crowds of ransom’d are, 
And light illumes the place ; 

Where joyful praise is all their care, 
Expecting future grace. 


They shout the vict’ry thro’ the blood, 
Which forall sin atones ; 
Thro’ the compassion of a God, 
Who harken’d to their groans. 
O what surprising grace we find, 
In God, our Saviour dear! 
A God all merciful and kind, 
In death, can banish fear, 








FOR THE MAGAZINE, 


ANECDOTE OF THE REV. JOHN MURRAY. 


This anecdote is characteristic of the engagedness 
which Mr. Murray always felt, while proclaiming the 
glad tidings of Salvation—and also of the violent oppo- 
sition which existed at the time, when he was almost 
the only preacher in this country who publicly pro- 
claimed Universal Redemption through the merits of 
the Son of God: Ww. 


‘* Ow a Sunday evening he had engaged to preach a 
lecture in Boston. Some opposition was discovera- 
ble previous to this; but at this time particularly, some 
evil designing men had created a very offensive smell 
by sprinkling the habiliments of the pulpit with a very 
noxious drug. For some moments he was so much 
overpowered, as to induce an apprehension, that it | 
would be impossible he should proceed ; but his God | 
supported him. These demons of confusion were, | 
however,not quite satisficd; mahy stones were violently | 
thrown into the windows; yet no one received any 
other injury than the alarm which was created. At 
length, a large rugged stone, weighing about a pound | 
and a half, was forcibly thrown into the window be- 
hind his back ; it missed him. Had it sped as it was 
aimed, it must have finished him. Lifting it up, and 
waving it in the view of the people, he said, ** this! 
argument is solid and weighty, bat it is neither ration- | 
alnor convincing.» Exclamations, from yarious parts | 
of the house, were echoed and re-echoed: ‘* Pray, 
sir, leave the pulpit, your life is at hazard.’ ‘+ Be it 
so,” he returned, ** the debt of nature must be paid, 
and I am as ready and as willing, to discharge it now, ' 
as I shall be fifty years hence. Yet, for your consola- 
tion, suffer me to say, | am immortal, while He who 
called me into existence has any business for me to | 





cies and blessings, which He has been pleased, so lib- 
j erally, though unmeritedly, to vouchsafe to us in ti ¢ 
| course of the present year: That He has eminently ci-- 
| tinguished the past season, in prospering the interests 
lof agriculture ; in ganting to the labors of the huasband- 
|man an abundant harvest ; and giving success to such 
(of our citizens as seek their subsistence among the 
| treasures of the ** great deep: That, while our sym- 
| pathy has been excited, by the prevalence of conta- 
| gious and mortal sickness, among our friends and bretii- 
ren, in some of the other States, we have had conmtinu- 
ed to us the blessing of health: That we are still in 
the enjoyment of our own religion, of the rights of cou- 
science, of just laws, and free Constiiutions of Govern. 
ment, 

And while we unite in attempting to render our sin- 
cere Thanksgiving to God, for the distinguishing marks 
of His providential kindness, may we be duly sensible 
of our ingratitude to Him, and of our guilty misuse ot 
the parental tokens of His love and munilicence, im- 
ploring the remission of all our transgressions through 
the redemption that their is in Jesus Christ: That we 
way Jove our Father in heaven with more sincerity, 
imitate the Great Saviour of men more closely, and 
exercise the duties of benevolence and charity, with 
deeper affection and more heart-felt zeal. That God 
will be pleased to regard with His favor the intrests o1 
this State as connected with the administration of the 
several departments of government, and that He will 
lead us in all our solemn and interesting discussions ot 
the great principles of our Constitution, to such result 
as shall ensure our own peace and happiness, and to 
| transmit to our children, to the latest generations, the 
| blessings ofa wise and free Constitution of Government: 
That He will be pleased to bless our nation in all ils 
important interests, to guide its councils, to preserve it 
{in peace, and to exalt it by righteousness; That He 

will graciously smile on the means of education, on the 
cause of truth, on the interests of religion, and on the 
Ministers of the Prince of Peace: And that He wil! 
cause the light of the Gospel to illuminate, reform, and 
| bless the whole family of man. 

Aud it is recommended to the people that they ab- 
stain from all labor and recreations, inconsistent with 
the religious devotions of the said day. 

Given at the Council Chamber, in Boston this first 
day of November, in the year of our Lord, eigh- 
teen hundred and twenty, and the Independence 
of the United States of America the forty-fifth. 

JOHN BROOKS. 








ALDEN BRADFORD, Secretary. 
God save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts ! 
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FOR SALE AT THIS OFFICE, 

A SERMON on Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of 
the Image of gold, silver, brass, iron and clay, and the 
Stone which ground it to powder; as recorded in Dan- 
iel ii. 31—35. By Evias Smirn. 
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